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MEC MCHUNU DISMAYED AT CONTINUED FARM ATTACKS IN KZN 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies 

Mchunu, has expressed deep concerns at the continuing attacks on farm owners in 

the province, saying these had an effect of destabilizing food security and painting 

the province in a bad light. 

MEC Mchunu was commenting in the wake of an attack by armed robbers at the 

home of Ixopo farm owners. 

Reports received by MEC Mchunu indicated that the Biggs family- Cheryl (58) and 

Dave (68) were accosted by armed robbers who taunted them for a long period. 

They were attacked and suffered injuries but were lucky to survive the attack without 

major injuries. 

Last year a farm owner, Dan Knight, was attacked and killed at Underberg and early 

this month three members of a farm owner were brutally killed in Richmond. 

“I am disturbed at this trend of attacks on mostly senior farm owners. These 

have an effect of painting a negative picture for the province as an investment 

destination.  It could also threaten the food security as farmers are responsible 

for providing food security to the province. 

“I urge all people of KwaZulu-Natal, particularly the farming community, to 

work closely with the police to ensure that these come to an end,” said MEC 

Mchunu. 

MEC Mchunu also applauded the life sentence imposed by the Pietermaritzburg 

High Court on the killer of Eston farmer at the weekend, saying this would send a 



clear message to criminals that the long arm of law would always catch up with 

them. 

Siboniso Mtolo was sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of Eston farmer, 

Mick Hampson (60) who was killed at his farmer in September last year. 

Mtolo (38) was sentenced to a further 15 years in prison for this aggravated robbery. 

MEC Mchunu welcomed the decision of Pietermaritzburg High Court, saying it would 

send a strong message to criminal that crime did not pay. 

“We have always said that those responsible for killing and maiming people 

would not escape the long arm of law. The sentence serves to demonstrate to 

all that no one is above the law and that the hard working police officers would 

work around the clock to bring the killers to book. 

“I would like to thank the detectives who have been working on this case for 

the work well done. Please keep up the good work. For criminals and killers, 

the message is clear: our men and women in blue uniform will always catch up 

with you,” said MEC Mchunu. 

He urged communities to work with the police to fight against criminals and 

criminality. 
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